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As the summer winds down, let us all recall how 
it felt as a child to be facing the last lazy days 
of summer and the dreaded return to school! 
The Religious Education Committee would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to this 
yearôs summer program, especially the activity 
leaders for their creative projects, and summer 
coordinator Laura Judy for her tremendous 
dedication to SCUU children. We are grateful 
for your support. The children enjoyed a wide 
variety of activities including thinking about what 
it means to be a dad, making and playing drums, 
creating a story stones project, learning about 
the Audubon Society, experimenting with sign 
language, and walking a scenic trail along the 
Upper Seneca Creek Greenway.

Our congregation begins the new year on 
September 10 with the annual water ceremony, a 
family-friendly celebration of our summer travels. 
RE classes begin September 17; your children 
will receive a special welcome from their new 
teachers.

Registration Underway for RE 2006-2007: 
Registration packets for RE children are in 
the mail for all families who registered or 
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Outdoor Education: SCUU children and adults splash around in 
the Magruder Branch Creek while walking a 1.5 mile section of 
the Upper Seneca Creek Greenway Trail on August 6.

RE NEWS

by Vic Caldarola



participated in the 2005-2006 
program. Please support the 
RE program by returning the 
completed forms by September 
17 at the latest. Recent visitors 
and new members may request a 
registration packet by contacting 
the RE Coordinator, Vic 
Caldarola, at vcalda@msn.com. 
With all new curricula and many 
new faces among the volunteer 
staff, we are looking forward to a 
great year!

Stormwater management 
trench: Finished! We got all the 
sign-offs from the engineer and 
are now in the midst of getting the 
ñas-builtò paperwork completed 
by the engineers. After that, weôll 
be able to apply to the county to 
get our $7580 back, the bond we 
posted to ensure that the work was 
done properly.

Mount SCUU: Flattened! Weôll 
be hydro-seeding the new plateau 
the week of August 20. With some 
good luck, adequate watering, and 
maybe even some rain, we may 
have a nice grassy ýeld there in a 
month or so.

The tree(s): In the last newsletter, 
we reported on a tree that had 
fallen. Itôs been pushed down 
the hill and is awaiting a small 

group of able-bodied workers to 
cut and split the tree into ýreplace-
size pieces. And now thereôs a 
second tree down. This one was 
near the little SCUU sign by the 
single parking space at the front 
of the house. It was dead and was 
threatening the house. So with the 
help of Nelson Beall and his skill 
with the bulldozer, we cut the tree 
down and gently guided it to the 
ground so no damage was done, 
and the tree with whose roots it 
was intertwined is undamaged. 
We also rolled this tree down the 
hill to be cut up. If you have a 
chainsaw and some time, contact 
Arlin or Paul.

The yurt: There is nothing new to 
report since last month.

Continued on Page 4

Teacher Training for 
all RE Volunteers 
We have about 3/4 of our 
volunteer positions ýlled 
ï with great volunteers! 
Several positions as assistant 
or substitute are still open: no 
experience necessary! A kind 
and gentle heart, a joyful spirit, 
and a sense of service are 
the key qualiýcations. Please 
contact the RE Coordinator.

This yearôs teacher training 
and orientation will consist 
of two sessions: the ýrst on 
Saturday, September 16, 9 am 
ï 12 noon at the Germantown 
Upcounty Regional Services 
Center, and the second on 
Sunday, September 17, 7 ï 8:30 
pm at Jean and Esteôs house. 
If you have signed up as an 
RE volunteer, please mark 
these dates on your calendar, 
and please participate in these 
two training and orientation 
sessions.

 As for the lazy days of summer, 
all good things must come to 
an end... Or do they? Join us as 
we explore this and many other 

PROPERTY AND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

by Hugh Stamper

The Sugarloaf Coffeehouse 
re-emerges on September 
16 at 7:30 pm at McCathran 
Hall in Washington Grove in 
preparation for our move to 
the new property. With this 
ýrst event featuring Minnesota 
UUôer, singer/songwriter Peter 
Mayer, we will begin to offer 
exciting performances of both 
local and touring musicians. 
Peter, who has a song in the 
UU hymn supplement ñSinging 
the Journey,ò has played at the 
coffeehouse and an SCUU beneýt 
concert in the past and is sure to 
bring us a memorable evening 
of his original songs. Come 
early for an open mike segment 
starting at 7:00 pm. Requested 

donation is $15; refreshments 
will be provided. For details and 
directions, see www.scuu.org/
coffeehouse or call Brian at 301-
977-8952. Stay tuned for more 
coffeehouse events coming up this 
fall.

Peter Mayer 

SUGARLOAF COFFEEHOUSE




